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A. INTRODUCTION
The City has demonstrated aspiration to design, construct, and maintain a road network that is
designed to enable safe mobility for all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, and
transit riders of all ages and abilities. In order to progress towards the goal of a more walkable
and bikeable road network, it is necessary to understand the current conditions and areas
where improvements are needed most so that City resources can be allocated efficiently.
To that end, the City engaged the Nashua Regional Planning Commission to characterize areas
with the greatest potential for expansion of bike/ped transportation opportunities with an
emphasis on routes to high demand destinations, especially in areas of high transit
dependency.
B. PRESENT CONTEXT
To provide a general context for this summary and recommendations, the following section
contains a brief examination of the City’s Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats
(SWOT) related to bicycle and pedestrian amenities:
STRENGTHS
•

Geographic Amenities: The City already has an extensive sidewalk network and wellutilized prime walkable and bikeable areas, including the Riverfront, many parks such as
Mine Falls and others, and the Heritage and Riverfront trails. In other words, the City
has a successful base of existing conditions from which to envision future bicycle and
pedestrian improvements.

•

Motivation: City leadership acknowledges that bike-ped friendliness is important to the
city’s livability and continued vitality. City leadership has supported a consistent
program of planning that supports those goals (recent examples being the 2016
Complete Streets/Plan for Health Initiative as well as this project). The success of these
projects has hinged not only on leadership support but also on the participation of a
constituency of motivated people who live and work in Nashua.

•

Recent Infrastructure Investments: The City has illustrated its commitments to a
program of strategic bike-ped improvements as evidenced by recent road projects that
include shoulder-widening, installation of non-vehicular components such as bike lanes
and sidewalks, improvements around several City schools, and the requirement of
sidewalk contributions for developments.
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WEAKNESSES
•

Lack of Connectivity: While the City is home to many bicycle and pedestrian-friendly
destinations, they are not connected by safe bicycle and pedestrian routes. Access
requires a motor vehicle or travel by bike and foot through unsafe or otherwise
unfavorable conditions. This lack of connectivity affects both the City and also potential
regional connections to neighboring towns.

•

Aging Pedestrian Infrastructure: As is typical of many New England cities with industrial
beginnings, the City’s sidewalks in the older downtown residential areas and Millyard do
not meet modern construction or accessibility standards.

•

Lack of Citywide Bike-Ped Plan: No city-wide strategic narrative exists from which
bicycle and pedestrian improvements can be evaluated and/or prioritized. Themes of
walkability and bike-ability are woven throughout the City’s extensive collection of
planning documents. However, the most recent of these plans are specific to certain
geographic areas (Riverfront Master Plan, Downtown Master Plan, Downtown
Circulation Study). Completion of a bicycle and pedestrian plan would institutionalize
practices that are currently carried out in an ad-hoc nature, and better-position the City
for future grant opportunities.

OPPORTUNITIES
•

Master Plan Update: 2020 marks the initiation of the City’s first comprehensive Master
Plan update since the year 2000. The new, updated plan will provide an appropriate
vision of redevelopment in Nashua with a clear direction and an image for its future
with the strategies and tactics needed to achieve that vision. This document will benefit
the City‘s elected and appointed officials and staff as well as the property owners,
businesses, developers, non-profits, institutions, and residents who call Nashua home.
Future updates will provide an opportunity to reinforce and amplify the findings of this
project.

•

Key Development and Major Rehab Projects: Current key development projects, such as
the new middle school under construction in South Nashua, the new performing arts
center, and the new logistics center on the Nashua/Hudson line all have the potential to
increase the demand for and use of bicycle and pedestrian improvements.
Furthermore, the City anticipates several bridges may soon become red-listed. This will
offer the City an opportunity to add bike and pedestrian amenities during their eventual
rehabilitation.

•

Potential Conversion of Streets from Two-Way to One-Way: The City’s Transportation
Alternatives Program (TAP) award involves the upgrade of sidewalks to ADA standards
and the creation of bicycle lanes on Lock and Whitney Street. The program illustrates
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the opportunity for additional bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure improvements, and
it uses a strategy that could be utilized in other areas.
•

Rail Beds: The existence of abandoned and otherwise underutilized rail beds within the
City, most significantly along 101A, have the potential to support new non-motorized
paths within the existing right-of-way.

•

Extensive and Well-Utilized Transit System: The Nashua Transit System (NTS) provides
comprehensive services to the entire city of Nashua through a system of welldistributed stops and destinations. NTS service is well utilized, and an overwhelming
proportion of the ridership is transit dependent. Busses equipped with bike-racks can
further expand connectivity within the City by allowing users to combine transit and
biking.

THREATS
•

COVID-19 Public Health Emergency: The current COVID-19 related emergency
introduces unprecedented and ongoing fiscal pressure on the City. As the emergency
continues, governments at all levels have had to reprioritize spending within reduced
budgets, which threatens the potential viability of future projects. Additionally, the
prospect of future Stay-At-Home orders could have real but unpredictable impacts on
the overall walking and biking activity in the City.

•

Increasing Vehicular Traffic: Because the City is relatively built out, there is limited
potential to add dedicated bike lanes or wider sidewalks requiring wider rights-of-way.
Creative solutions must be leveraged, especially in the face of increasing vehicular traffic
and associated traffic stress it introduces.

•

Weather: Variable precipitation and temperature are hard on infrastructure, increasing
the maintenance cost and reducing the lifespan. Additionally, New England weather
presents a challenge--and potential deterrent--for comfortable and safe walking and
biking. Winter maintenance of sidewalks, in particular, is an ongoing challenge that can
deter the construction of new facilities. These factors must be carefully considered and
quantified in all related planning activities.

C. PROJECT APPROACH
This project involved extensive data compilation activities, which were conducted to
characterize existing conditions and public sentiment on the future of bicycle and pedestrian
improvements in the City. NRPC and the City conducted two public participation sessions
during the project, a GIS-driven hotspot mapping exercise, and targeted field-work. These tasks
are described more specifically, as follows:
3
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PUBLIC INPUT SURVEY
On behalf of the City, NRPC administered a survey from March through June 2020 on
publicinput.com, an online community engagement platform tailored to government entities.
The participants to their overall opinion of bike and ped transportation in Nashua, specific
challenges they face, and their preferences concerning future improvements. Both NRPC and
the City promoted the survey through web and social media channels, resulting in the receipt of
300 completed surveys.
PUBLIC OUTREACH EVENT
NRPC and the City held a public input event on September 1, 2020, using the Zoom webinar
platform. This panel-style presentation included an update on project progress, a brief review
of current and future bike-ped projects in Nashua, and potential innovative programs that could
enhance non-motorized transportation in the City. Participants were able to post questions
and comments in the Q&A window and receive real-time answers and provide feedback via live
polling. NRPC and the City promoted this survey through online means and with paper flyers
placed at key locations around the city including the Nashua Transit Center. These efforts
prompted approximately 30 individuals to join the online event.

GIS INVENTORY & HOTSPOT MAPPING
To help assess current conditions and guide future planning efforts, the project team compiled
an inventory of bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure in Nashua, including sidewalks, bike lanes
trails, fand bike/ped-involved crash data from a recent four year period. NRPC then completed
a high-level GIS “scan” of existing bike-ped conditions to help identify areas with both a
potentially high demand for bicycle and pedestrian travel and a need for infrastructure
improvements. We used Census block centroids as the geographic data points and scored them
according to characteristics that quantify their demand and need, including the relative quality
of the biking or walking experience along nearby routes, and demographics pertinent to the
bike and pedestrian population. The sum of these inputs formed the basis of a cumulative
level of service (LOS) index score for each census block.
Hotspot Analysis Co-Occurrence Factors
•
•
•
•
•

Bicycle Level of Traffic
Stress (LTS)
Bike lanes and
shoulders
On-street parking
Medians
Vehicle lanes

•
•
•
•
•

Traffic volume and
posted speed
Presence of sidewalks
Zero-vehicle
households
Youth population
NTS ridership
4

•
•

Non-motorized
commuters
Reachable
Destinations (schools,
large employers,
community center
areas, parks)
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PEDESTRIAN INFRASTRUCTURE ASSESSMENT
To provide additional detail about existing conditions. NRPC used the Statewide Asset Data
Exchange (SADES) framework and ArcGIS mobile technology to collect field data on sidewalks,
crosswalks, curb ramps, and pedestrian signals, all of which were compiled into a geodatabase
that includes the presence or absence of features, their relative condition, and associated
physical barriers. Between spring and fall 2020 NRPC surveyed approximately 17 linear miles
of pedestrian assets around Main St, the Tree Streets, and North of Main St/Mount Pleasant
neighborhood (Figure 3) which present the typical variety of pedestrian infrastructure
conditions found throughout the City.
D. RESULTS
TAKEAWAYS FROM PUBLIC INPUT ACTIVITIES
Fortunately, the level of participation in both the survey and webinar was robust. As expected,
Nashua residents provided most of the participation, but those that work in Nashua were also
well-represented. Participants who walk frequently significantly outnumbered those that bike
frequently, but there was adequate representation from both bicyclists and pedestrians. Many
bike participants indicated that they did so for recreational and health reasons rather than for
everyday trips. Notable points relative to these activities are the following:
•

Overall Impression: Respondents gave Nashua below-average grades regarding how
well Nashua accommodates biking and walking in the City

•

Specific Areas of Concern: Areas of Nashua repeatedly identified as particularly
problematic or otherwise worthy of additional improvement include Main
Street/Downtown, Amherst Street, Daniel Webster Highway, and the North End.
Consensus on Deterrents to Walking and Biking: Lack of bike lanes, traffic stress, and
difficult intersections and crossings were the top reasons that participants would NOT
ride a bike to a destination, while lack of sidewalks, traffic stress, and time and
distance were the top reasons to avoid walking.

•

Consensus that Connectivity is Lacking: There was near-unanimous agreement that
“connectivity between trails” should be a top City focus on bike and ped
improvements.

•

The Needs of Experienced Bicyclists Shouldn’t be Overlooked: The majority, over twothirds, of polling participants would prefer that Nashua address improvements to its
bike infrastructure that would most impact experienced users. About one-third said the
City should focus on improvements that would encourage the more casual or beginner
cyclists.
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HOTSPOT MAPPING RESULTS
NRPC calculated the per-block percentage of each co-occurrence factor (for example, the
percentage of households with no vehicle, the percentage of roads without a sidewalk, et
cetera). The distributions of these block percentages were then binned into 10 categories
based on natural breaks (Jenks), and then each category was ranked and scored from 1-10. The
score for each factor for each block was summed and then weighted by the number of
reachable destinations. Scores were mapped as blocked centroids and mapped as a continuous
surface using graduated shading. The highest-scoring areas on the map are shown in red,
indicating areas with the greatest relative need for improvements due to the demographics of
the area, the existing conditions, and the proximity to destinations. The Tree Streets
neighborhood, Main Street, the area around Exit 5, Kinsley, and West Hollis Streets, the area
proximate to Fairgrounds Elementary and Bishop Guertin High School, and the North
End/Mount Pleasant neighborhood were all high-scoring areas in this analysis.
PEDESTRIAN INFRASTRUCTURE CONDITIONS - PRELIMINARY SUMMARY
As a pilot exercise, NRPC assessed approximately 290 sidewalk segments, 350 curb ramps, 140
crosswalks, and 60 pedestrian signals in the study area, for a total of approximately 850 GIS
features. The pilot survey area included Main Street and surrounding areas, the Tree Streets,
West Hollis, and Kinsley Streets, and the North End/Mount Pleasant neighborhood. The areas
included in the survey were chosen as a representative cross-section of pedestrian
infrastructure conditions one might encounter throughout the City.
•

Sidewalks: Of the approximately 17 miles of sidewalk miles assessed, approximately
57% was rated Good condition, 35% was rated Fair, and 8% was deemed Poor. Cracks
and missing material were the most frequently cited surface defects. Within the Fair
and Poor sidewalk areas, approximately one half-mile of poor-condition curb was also
noted.

•

Curb Ramps: Of the 350 assessed curb ramps, approximately 68% were in Good
condition, another 25% were Fair, and 7% were in Poor condition. Cracks, missing
material resulting in surface gaps, and overgrowing vegetation were the most frequently
cited condition issues affecting curb ramps.

•

Crosswalks and Pedestrian Safety Facilities: Of the crosswalks assessed, 70% had
markings in good condition and 80% featured adequate ambient lighting; a minority of
crossings had additional pedestrian amenities. Approximately one-third were equipped
with pedestrian-actuated buttons, 15% had pedestrian-specific signage, and there were
five crosswalks with raised humps.

As Figure 3 illustrates, the condition of sidewalks and curb ramps is highly correlated. Poor
conditions overall are not necessarily clustered in any one part of the surveyed area; for
example, the minority of crosswalks affected by faded paint occur with relatively equal spatial
6

Nashua Bicycle and Pedestrian Project – Analysis and Recommendations Summary
October 2020

dispersion. While the northern side of Kinsley Street revealed the poorest of all surveyed
sidewalk conditions, this is an area of active construction and is expected to improve relatively
quickly. It should be noted that the surveyors noted a consistent pattern of vegetation
encroachment towards the northern regions of the surveyed area.
E. STRATEGIES, RECOMMENDATIONS, AND CONCLUSIONS
The project process revealed treatments that could be applied across the City. These
strategies are summarized in the following table and Figure 2, Project Summary Poster. The
strategies are described by purpose as well as example projects and recommended areas within
the City in which they may be applied. They are arranged by relative (high, medium, and low)
complexity. Additional strategies were noted during the project:
•

Demonstration Projects: Bicycle and pedestrian projects are generally popular, but the
City should support the use of pop-up projects and other creative ways to build public
engagement. Webinar participants were almost universally in favor of seeing these
exercises occur within the City.

•

Project Prioritization: Project complexity is just one prioritization factor for bicycle and
pedestrian projects. Projects should benefit individuals of all abilities, dramatically
improve the concept of systematic safety, and serve many people, including those who
use wheeled mobility devices and other disability aids. The pedestrian infrastructure
condition assessment illustrates that basic sidewalk conditions must be improved in
many areas.

•

Project Timing: Upcoming bicycle and pedestrian improvements should be coincident
with road, bridge, and other infrastructure construction as an opportunity to reduce
project expenses and to complete projects that may be otherwise unfeasible.

•

Creative Design: The City should seek opportunities to incorporate best practices
relative to “Slow Streets,” e.g. the idea of crosswalks as places, not just junctions. For
example, the addition of planters and other creative street furnishing is known to
enhance the traffic calming efficacy of speed humps.

•

Numerous Opportunities, Manageable Threats: While the COVID-19 public health
emergency has ushered in a new era of budgetary uncertainty, The City has many
strengths upon which to capitalize, and present threats can be managed. For example,
in the face of challenging weather, continued prioritization of winter maintenance will
reinforce the City’s commitment to bicyclists and pedestrians.
Most importantly, the City should pursue a comprehensive city-wide bicycle and
pedestrian plan. This document would align the City’s goals and ADA requirements with
regional and state planning initiatives. The plan would operationalize the City’s bicycle
and pedestrian goals in the form of policies that would best guide future improvements.
7
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STRATEGY
Construct major
bike-ped
infrastructure

PURPOSE
Create alternative routes or alter
existing roads to better accommodate
bicycle and pedestrian traffic through
key connections

Promote
neighborhoodlevel planning

Create a sense of place and alert drivers
to the presence of non-motorized users

Address
intersection
safety concerns

Ensure bicyclists and pedestrians can
safely cross the City’s roads

Close critical
gaps

Encourage use of the existing system by
removing gaps that deter use

Provide
improved
roadside
information
resources

RELATIVE
COMPLEXITY

High

EXAMPLE PROJECTS
•
•
•

Multi-use paths
Rail trails
Protected on-road
lanes

•

“Slow-streets”
configurations and
other traffic-calming
designs

•
•

Creative crosswalks
Pedestrian
signalization

•

Sidewalk network
extensions
Trail network
connections
Wayfinding signage
Maps
Creative paint
treatments
QR codes

High

Medium

Medium

Help users navigate to nearby
destinations

Low

•
•
•
•
•

RECOMMENDED AREAS
• 101A Regional Rail Trail
• West Hollis Bike Route
from Mine Falls to
Southwest Park
• Main Street “Road
Diet”
• Riverfront
• Tree Streets
• Area of Heritage Rail
Trail and Future Park
and Ride
• Area of North End and
Greeley Park
• Site of new middle
school
•
•

Kinsley Street
Spit Brook Road

•

Heritage Rail Trail and
Mine Falls Park
Area of Countryside
Drive and Groton Road

•

TABLE 1: RECOMMENDATIONS STRATEGIES BY TYPE, PURPOSE, COMPLEXITY, AND POTENTIAL GEOGRAPHIC AREA.
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FIGURE 1. HOTSPOT ANALYSIS
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FIGURE 2. PROJECT SUMMARY POSTER
(full-sized pdf available at https://www.nashuarpc.org/download_file/3404/)
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FIGURE 3. SIDEWALK AND CURB RAMP CONDITIONS
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FIGURE 4. CROSSWALK CONDITIONS
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APPENDIX I: SURVEY RESULTS
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Nashua Bicycle and Pedestrian Level of
Service Project
Project Engagement
VIEWS

PARTICIPANTS

RESPONSES

COMMENTS

SUBSCRIBERS

711

288

5,056

195

62

MOVE

TOGGLE COMMENTS

FILTER BY SEGMENT 


OPTIONS

Are you a current resident of Nashua?
8% No

92% Yes
Download Graph Data

275 respondents

Do you currently work in Nashua?

49% Yes

51% No

277 respondents

How often do you bike and walk in Nashua?

Ride
a bike

Walk

Rarely (a few

Occasionally

Often (at least

All the time

Never

times a year)

(once a month)

once a week)

(almost every day)

25%

15%

14%

29%

17%

Never

Rarely (a few

Occasionally

Often (at least

All the time (almost

times a year)

(once a month)

once a week)

every day)

2%

5%

12%

26%

55%

Never

Rarely (a few

Occasionally

Often (at least

All the time (almost

times a year)

(once a month)

once a week)

every day)

248 respondents

For what reasons do you usually choose to walk or bike to a destination instead of
driving?
94%

It's good for my health

41%

It's environmentally friendly

96 

21%

It's cheaper/more convenient

48 

12%

It's quicker

29 

12%

Parking is diﬃcult

27 

9%

218 

Don't own or can't access an automobile

20 

233 Respondents

For what reasons do you typically bike or walk in Nashua?
Getting to a

Getting to services (shopping, medical,

job

etc.)

Recreation/Exercise
Ride a

77%

7%

16%

bike

Recreation/Exercise

Getting to a job

Getting to services (shopping, medical, etc.)

Walk

75%

4%

21%

Recreation/Exercise

Getting to a job

Getting to services (shopping, medical, etc.)

280 respondents

How well do you think Nashua promotes and accommodates PEDESTRIAN travel?
Average

Not well at all

Extremely well

How well do you think Nashua promotes and accommodates BICYCLE travel?
Average

Not well at all

Extremely well

How long are you typically willing to BIKE or WALK to get to a destination?

Walk

Bike

Less than 5 minutes

5-15 minutes

16-30 minutes

More than 30 minutes

4%

20%

42%

34%

Less than 5 minutes

5-15 minutes

16-30 minutes

More than 30 minutes

10%

20%

33%

37%

Less than 5 minutes

5-15 minutes

16-30 minutes

More than 30 minutes

212 respondents

Rank the following items based on how important they are to you when you consider
WALKING in Nashua
88%

Presence of sidewalks

Rank: 1.65

191 

85%

General safety of area

Rank: 2.69

183 

83%

Condition of sidewalks

Rank: 3.22

179 

80%

Amount of vehicle traﬃc

Rank: 3.29

172 

78%

Presence of crosswalks

Rank: 3.54

169 

216 Respondents

Rank the following items based on how important they are to you when you consider
RIDING A BIKE in Nashua
82%

Presence of bike lanes

Rank: 2.30

149 

85%

Amount of vehicle traﬃc

Rank: 2.39

155 

81%

Speed of vehicle traﬃc

Rank: 2.61

148 

86%

General safety of area

Rank: 2.85

157 

80%

Bike racks at destination

Rank: 4.19

145 

182 Respondents

Are there any areas of the city that you ﬁnd challenging to get around when walking or
biking? Mark any on the map below and leave a comment.

Map data ©2020 Google

Have you ever used a bike or scooter through Nashua's bikeshare program?
81%

I have NOT used either the bike or scooter

16%

I have used a Veoride bike

35 

10%

I have used a Veoride scooter

22 

179 

220 Respondents

Do you or have you ever used the Nashua Transit System (CityBus)?

30% Yes

70% No

226 respondents

No data to display...

Where do you usually BOARD the bus? Mark as speciﬁcally as possible.

Map data ©2020 Google

Where do you USUALLY get oﬀ the bus? You may put as many points as you'd like if you
have multiple destinations.

Map data ©2020 Google

Do you have any other comments related to biking or walking in Nashua? Leave them
here!
Separate bikes and peds as needs are diﬀerent. We need an organized bike committee and an 8-to-80
committee. I'm happy to help.
2 days ago

I wish I could see streets with more accommodations for walking and biking safely. It would make me
buy a bike and lay oﬀ my car.
3 days ago

There needs to be more focus on clearing sidewalks and bus stops during winter. Lack of snow being
cleared puts pedestrians in very dangerous situations.
5 days ago

I would like to see less traﬃc on Main St. as well as more law enforcement to slow down that traﬃc.
Less noise and pollution as well as dining outside is really nice.
5 days ago

More connections of/between existing bike/walking trails to get people out of traﬃc. There are too
many distracted drivers to feel safe walking or biking on the side of any road. Wider sidewalks are more
suer friendly as well.
12 days ago

There are lots of intersections where it's just not safe to be a biker. Plus there are intersections (oﬀhand
I'm thinking of Southwood drive and somerset parkway) where you just can't trigger the light if you're on
a bike.
13 days ago

The City is woefully behind in adopting best practices from NACTO and others in pushing for slow
streets and street treatments.
13 days ago

scenic roads need shoulders in good condition for cycling. Some roads have crumbling incomplete
shoulders, some like Ridge Rd have no shoulder at all
13 days ago

I am so pleased with how much Mine Falls has changed in the past thirty years since I moved here.
Thank you for your work.
13 days ago

Amherst street is terrifying for pedestrians. Downtown needs bike lanes.
13 days ago

The traﬃc lights take too long to change for Pedestrians. Once the button has been pressed, I would
prefer the walk light appear after the current direction of traﬃc has ﬁnished.
13 days ago

I do not like biking in urban areas. I ONLY would do it on dedicated bike trails. I feel the roads are too
narrow in Nashua for cars and bikes. I do not like driving my car near bike riders either. You never know
what they are going to do. Some use walking rules, others use car rules...and most use whatever rule
they feel works for them in that particular situation. Very dangerous!
13 days ago

When repaving please make sure there is a decent shoulder for biking.
13 days ago

New to Nashua. Wish there were more bike lanes. Love the trails along the river and rail trails
13 days ago

The city needs to educate and need to enforce the rule against turning right in fed when the crosswalk
lights are active.
13 days ago

The traﬃc speed. Especially on west hollis street heading toward hollis. Very dangerous police need to
monitor. Mayor needs to care.
14 days ago

There is an abandoned railroad at end of Deerwood Drive in Northwest Nashua that would make for a
great bike path and connect to areas on Amherst st
15 days ago

Biking should require a license or registration and people should be held accountable for following
traﬃc laws. I have seen bikes crossing traﬃc, not following lights, ignoring stop signs. Neighborhood
biking with children is one thing but people biking on roads like broad street and Main Street need to
follow traﬃc laws. It is not fair to car drivers to avoid bikers who do not follow the rules of the road and
potentially hit them and be liable for the bikers injuries. Either hold the bikers accountable for following
the laws or prohibit them from main roads and roads where speeds are >20 mph
15 days ago

We love Mines Falls
15 days ago

Riverwalk path needs an oﬃcial connection from Cotton Mill Apartments parking area to Broad Street
Parkway.
15 days ago

You need reﬂective signage at the bus stops, helps for other cars to see us. Makes it easier for the bus
drivers too
15 days ago

Julie Andrews And now I don't have a submit button, so who knows how much of this survey you got
from me.
16 days ago

Julie Andrews Your survey is glitchy. One question acted like radio buttons when you clearly meant
them not to be. And at some point it started telling me how other people had answered!
16 days ago

When I think about biking to work (downtown) from home, I worry most about crossing that highway.
That's assuming I haven't killed myself going down Harris Rd hill!
16 days ago

I really appreciate the abundance of sidewalks in the city
16 days ago

Bring the veo bikes back
16 days ago

The most important thing would be education and signs letting drivers know that cyclists have the same
rights as they do to using traﬃc lanes.
16 days ago

We really need to do a better job with side walks and bike lanes, there are so many areas that could be
bike able or walk able if we did. Perfect example is biking from downtown to exit one which is downright
treacherous.
16 days ago

I walk a lot in the north end of nashua and some of the side walks are either missing or heavily
damaged.
16 days ago

Single lane Main Street with bike lane would be great.
16 days ago

At the park only
16 days ago

Please close Main Street to motor vehicles and add protected bike lanes on all major arteries
16 days ago

Most drivers in nashua don't treat bicycles as vehicles and share the road. When I take-a-lane to turn in
downtown Nashua, motoroist beep or yell at me. Compunding the issue is as kids, most of them where
taught and still teach their kids to ride on the sidewalks to ensure they don't have to interact with traﬃc.
On the ﬂip side, if a car and a bike are supposed to follow the same road rules, why do we issue young
people drivers licenses but let them buy bikes and use them without any training? I ride almost
exclusviely on shared use trails now (mines falls and rail trail). Even there, most of the parents and kids
don't know how to share the trails either (inlcuding the untrained bicycle riders)
16 days ago

Crosswalks that have actual red lights on them or larger ﬂashing lights that are up in peoples eyes
instead of blending into the ground.
16 days ago

Nashua’s pedestrian network is terrible. There is very little thought to pedestrian movement outside of
a few small areas.
16 days ago

The crosswalk lights need to cycle properly amd the crosswalk.paint is WAY to slippery.
16 days ago

the people in cars need to slow down for people who bike and walk
16 days ago

i also think there should be more walk signs at lights on the DW and amherst st. i have brought this up
several years ago at a "beer with the Mayor" night and nothing has been done.
16 days ago

In my opinion there should be no right on red during a walk sign. i have been hit, i know several people
who have been hit, because drivers do not stop at the red light and walk sign.
16 days ago

Bike lanes on Amherst St. are a must! Way too busy to bike on it otherwise. More paths and trails would
be great as well to separate from vehicles.
17 days ago

Too many bikes just dumped all over the city, as were the scooters!
Waste of money
17 days ago

It's scary to bike on the busy city roads with no bike lane only available.
17 days ago

It's very hard to get around the Broad Street area safely. I wish Nashua had more bike lanes.
17 days ago

We need more sidewalk and bike lanes!!
17 days ago

As for biking, I ﬁnd Nashua yo be an extremely dangerous place to bike on the street. I've been yelled at
countless times to get in the sidewalk, I've been nearly clipped multiple times and I've even had ﬁreworks
and trash thrown at me. I ultimately stopped biking because of how dangerous it was. Bike lines do not
help as people park and leave their trash cans in them all the time.
17 days ago

When walking with my son, I often have to walk in the road because of people parking on the sidewalks
either hanging out of their driveway or parking on the road onto the sidewalks. This needs to be
enforced more
17 days ago

Jay Guarneri I think Nashua has a lot of pontential as a great walking and biking city, especially
downtown. There are some great destinations and great oﬀ-street bike/ped trails. I think the on-street
network could be improved to better connect with the oﬀ-street network, as well as make it safer to ride
bicycles. Also, working to change the culture so that bicycles are more accepted (ie "Bikes Use Full Lane"
signs instead of "Share the Road", where appropriate).
I also think it would be extremely helpful if Nashua formed a committee or board with some level of
authority that represents the interests of those who choose or need to travel by bicycle or on foot.
17 days ago

When roads are done sidewalks should be evaluated. Many of the side walks near schools and hospitals
are awful. I can’t imagine a wheel chair on them.
17 days ago

A permanent road diet on Main Street with proper bike lanes would be amazing.
17 days ago

Nashua could be more pedestrian-friendly. The traﬃc light system is not very helpful.
17 days ago

The traﬃc lights in general are terrible. Most people ignore them and use their eyes. For this reason the
downtown area is not pedestrian-friendly. Close oﬀ part of main street to cars? Add a pedestrian bride?
Hire an engineer who can set up a crosswalk that works?
17 days ago

(functionality of one of the earlier questions did not work and I could not select 2 answers to indicate
that I walk in Nashua both for recreation and to run errands)
I would love to bike in Nashua but the roads are too dangerous - drivers are distracted or just don't care
and frequently go through red lights
17 days ago

We could use more of those ﬂashing light crosswalk buttons
17 days ago

people need to learn to ride with traﬃc and oﬀ the downtown sidewalks..theres no room for bicycles
on sidewalks..im ride my bicycle allot and walk allot around town...its important people learn this a sign
or something
17 days ago

Police need to enforce rules of the road on bike riders
17 days ago

I am supportive of any improvements that would increase the safety and appeal of walking or biking
anywhere throughout the city. Bicycles in particular need to be very well protected by dedicated lanes,
good signage, and protected access because vehicle traﬃc in this area is still very unaccustomed to
driving around and looking for bicycles. I would also like for the police to reenforce good bicyclists
behavior around vehicles so that they consistently behave safely as well.
17 days ago

There are deﬁnitely not enough sidewalks in the city....even in the neighborhoods. Residents do not
obey the speed limits and with distracted driving becoming more frequent, I have had to jump out of the
way of cars to avoid being hit.
17 days ago

Remove to expanded eating on Main Street you have totally ruined walking and biking and are violating
the law with no handicap parking !
17 days ago

On busier streets such as Amherst / Broad St., I've been shouted at for riding on the roadway; bike
lanes may alleviate this to a degree.
17 days ago

More sidewalks are needed. Mostly in the residential areas cars ﬂy by without any concern including
down winding roads. My 3 kids, wife and I were almost hit because of the lack of sidewalks and concern
from these reckless drivers.
one month ago

I would love to see bicycle lanes and a true, continuous sidewalk in the Amherst street corridor. I live in
an apartment oﬀ of Amherst street and I am so close to so many shops and restaurants, but, the lack of
any continuous stretch of sidewalk or bike lanes makes it very dangerous or highly inconvenient to get to
any of them by foot or bike.
Also - I am very happy to see the prospect of commuter rail coming to Nashua, and would love to see
more public transportation projects. I know that demand is an issue for any public transit system, but, I
think it might be nice for example for the holiday stroll, other events or even just every so often have
nights downtown, where normal/special bus routes run late so that people can go out dining, drinking,
and engaging in other activities downtown and get home safely.
There's kind of a chicken and the egg problem with public transit - without a certain level of service
people won't ride, and there won't funding for service if people don't ride. But, I think it would be nice to
at least try some creative solutions to try and get people who wouldn't ride public transit to ride it. I went
to college in Boston so I love using public transit to get around - but the bus frequencies, routes and
hours compared to driving have never made it worth it for me.
2 months ago

The sidewalks need to be maintained early on mornings it snows but they still have school
3 months ago

Betsy Gamrat https://www.wirehopper.com/101A/ - details of Amherst St from city center to NCC
3 months ago

Too many cars are driving out of control and speeding. Almost have been hit multiple times just
crossing streets where the speed limits are 25. There's no enforcement of traﬃc laws by vehicles. Speed
humps / bumps should be used in high pedestrian areas but have been shot down by city oﬃcials
because "the plows don't like them". Seems a small price to pay for the safety of pedestrians.
3 months ago

The sidewalks in French Hill, especially those spanning the entire length of Lock Street, are in ABYSMAL
disrepair. They are uneven, signiﬁcantly slanted, sunken, missing large chunks, and UNSAFE. They need
immediate attention from the city. Not only do they see consistent foot traﬃc from the able bodied
residents, they are also signiﬁcantly traveled by the MANY children and elderly residing in the
neighborhood. The uneven and broken state of the sidewalks also make it impossible for the sidewalk
plow operators to create a safe travel surface during the winter, which completely negates the exact
purpose of city-led snow removal on residential sidewalks- causing pedestrians to walk in the streets that
are at least partially plowed, amid speeding and sometimes slipping and sliding vehicles.
Secondly, the walk signal buttons all along Main Street are inconsistent in response time. The older
buttons (those lacking touch sensitivity and audio-communication for the sight-impaired) often take two
or more cycles to activate a walk signal. Many pedestrians grow impatient and cross intersections against
traﬃc, causing confusion and safety issues. This also needs the city's immediate attention.
Lastly, to mitigate bicycle traﬃc on sidewalks and cyclists' exposure to possible injury while riding with or
against traﬃc, bike lanes really need to be implemented throughout the city- but especially downtownregardless of probable complaints from motorists concerning the reduction in travel lanes. What's more
important- the safety of ALL, or the convenience of the motorist? It's not exactly a tough sell. I don't drive
OR ride a bike, and the facts are clear as day to me.
As a tax payer and active voter, I'm looking forward to seeing immediate action on these and other issues
in the very near future.
3 months ago

Biking is dangerous in downtown Nashua. Too many opportunities to get hit. Riding on the sidewalk is
sometimes the only option.
3 months ago

Don Gatton Mine falls park should plow the paved paths in winter. The path from Lincoln Park to the
high school is always plowed. The path from the high school to N 7th street is rarely, if ever plowed.
Plowing this would give a traﬃc free walking, running, and bike path in the winter.
3 months ago

Some parts of the southwest quadrant (03062) are like the red-headed child when it comes to walking.
Completing or adding a few more walking/biking trails would help, especially along Searles, Ridge, and
the stretch of 111A between the Terrell conservation area and the rail trail access.
3 months ago

Would you be interested in attending a future in-person event to provide more speciﬁc
feedback related to bicycle and pedestrian issues in Nashua?

40% Yes

60% No

193 respondents

(Optional) Please provide your contact information if you wish to be notiﬁed of future
events related to this project
No data to display...
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