Gate City Immigrant Initiative
April 25, 2018
9:00AM – 10:30AM
Nashua City Hall Auditorium
Gate City Immigrant Initiative is a subcommittee of the Nashua Cultural Connections Committee.
Present: Jenn Hosking (Co-Chair), Lauren Osowski (Co-Chair), Mark Hastbacka, Shirley Woodward, Paul
Janampa, Cristina De Los Santos, Sylvia Gale, Carlos Camacho, Samba Halkose, Donna Marceau, Deepa
Mangalat, Cecilia Ulibarri, Jay Sharma, Becky Field, Erin Cotton, Zippy Elikanah
Commenced at 9:05am
1. Call to Order/Introductions
2. Co-Chair updates
 Jenn recapped the Cultural Connection Committee’s quarterly forum with the Mayor that
took place at the library on April 17th. Superintendent Mosley discussed his interest in
putting more resources into the districts ELL program. Marcel Rukema and Juan Marcos
demonstrated two apps they, along with a group of students, created using the software
Thunkable. One assisted with a call to 9-1-1 for those that are not able make the call in
English. The second focused on alleviating fear of newcomers to the community by sharing
experiences of others. Police Chief Lavoie addressed concerns about racial profiling at traffic
stops.
 Lauren provided an update on SB 525, proposed legislation in NH that limits adult education
funding to legal residents. It has passed the Senate and is now with the House Education
Committee. The Adult Learning Center is advocating for the rejection of this legislation.
 Jenn attended the open house at International Institute in Manchester on April 18, 2018
highlighting their new location. The Mayor of Manchester spoke and Amadou Hamady was
recognized for his service.
3. Resettlement Agency update
 Ascentria – There have been 42 arrivals to date this fiscal year. One family was resettled in April
but quickly moved to New Jersey because of family connections. One Congolese family of 5 is
scheduled to be resettled on May 3rd in Manchester. Dinesh Chauwan has joined the team again
as a Community Health worker under the IDN project. His focus is our Rohingya population in
Nashua. He’ll be working with them on health and mental health services but also wrap around



support. He is able to communicate with many of them in Hindi. He has also completed medical
school.
International Institute- No report.

4. Member updates
 Jenn Hosking shared two family concerts coming up at the Nashua Public Library to help
promote the summer reading program. This will also be an opportunity for families to ask
questions register for the summer reading program. Help will be available in English, Spanish
and Portuguese.
 Cecilia Ulibarri announced the Mayor’s Family Day event on Saturday, May 12th at North
Common Park 11-4pm. North and South high school students will host baseball clinics and
family friendly activities are planned. Families are invited to bring a picnic lunch.
 Paul Janampa shared a Q&A session Cathy Chesley of Catholic Charities is hosting today
regarding immigration legal services.
 Becky Field discussed a photography project she worked on with students at the International
Institute and announced her photos from Different Roots, Common Dreams: New Hampshire’s
Cultural Diversity are currently exhibited in Dimond Library at the University of New Hampshire.
 Lauren discussed a visit from Juan Felipe Herrera, 2015 Poet laureate, to the Adult Learning
Center on April 13th. He recited some of his poems and listed to poems and other spoke words
from Adult Learning Center students. The Mayor was also part of the festivities.
 Donna Marceau announced the Employment Connect event at the library on May 9th. If anyone
is interested in having an information table, please contact her.
 Samba Halkose announced a job fair at the Adult Learning Center on May 10 & 11. She also
shared a recent experience helping a community member apply for a green card. She learned
from USCIS that it currently can take 7-12 months for an application to be processed.
 Cristina De Los Santos shared that the Welfare department will be at the Arlington Community
Center this Friday, April 27th from 3-5:00pm. Staff will be able to answer questions about
benefits or other related issues.
5. Cultural Presentation
 Adriana, a student at the Adult Learning Center, shared her experience growing up in Mexico
and highlighted interesting parts of the Mexican culture.
Next Meeting: Wednesday, May 23, 2018 – 9:00 AM-10:30 AM at Nashua City Hall Auditorium

