COMMITTEE ON INFRASTRUCTURE
FEBRUARY 23, 2022
A meeting of the Committee on Infrastructure was held Wednesday, February 23, 2022, at 7:01 p.m. in the
Aldermanic Chamber and via Zoom teleconference.
To access Zoom, please refer to the agenda or the City’s website for the meeting link.
Alderman-at-Large Michael B. O’Brien, Sr., Chair, presided.
The roll call was taken with 5 members of the Committee on Infrastructure present:
Members of Infrastructure Committee present:

Alderman-at-Large Michael B. O’Brien, Sr.
Alderman Richard A. Dowd, Vice Chair
Alderman Alex Comeau
Alderman Tyler Gouveia
Alderman Ernest A. Jette

Also in Attendance:

Alderman Derek Thibeault
Dan Hudson, City Engineer
Tim Cummings, Economic Development Director

ROLL CALL
PUBLIC COMMENT
Elizabeth Lu
Elizabeth Lu, 17 Roby Street. I’d like to just convey an apology from the applicant on this Petition. My husband is actually
the applicant. He’s at another city meeting and should be here shortly. I just wanted to give you an opportunity to ask any
questions but also to say that this – you know although it’s very infrequent that it comes across your desk, it’s really just a
procedural requirement due to the fact that the dead end street that I live on never got fully accepted and maintenance
has not continued all the way to the end of it because it was not developed all the way to the end. I have owned a lot that
abuts the undeveloped portion and in order to build on that lot, I’m required to go through this process. So really it’s been
done a few times in the past. It’s just not common in a fully developed urban area like Nashua.
Three streets away – Catherine Street about 12 to 15 years ago, the same process occurred. It was a paper street.
Someone bought the lot. They decided to put a house on it but they were building a house on a paper street – a street
that had never been accepted by the city. I just ask you to please approve this tonight. If there are any other questions,
I’m here to answer them if you would like.
Chairman O’Brien
Thank you Ms. Lu. This is technically public comment but where you did step up and come forward, I will treat it like
receiving testimony where you are the Petitioner for this particular. So I will declare that we’re open for type of questions.
There seems to be two concerns. One is from the Nashua Fire Marshal’s office which is requiring you to have a 16 foot
wide driveway to serve as an access road to the new structure per NFPA 1 Chapter 18 – the driveway shall extend to
within 50 feet to at least one exterior door of the structure and it seems like E911 system has assigned you a property
number at 19 Roby Street. Are you willing to comply with the Fire Marshal’s request in seeking this Petition?
Elizabeth Lu
Yes we have spoken with them and we have incorporated it into our building plans yes.
Chairman O’Brien
The second one is from the Engineering Department. I don’t have it forward but are you familiar with that equally as well
too?
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Elizabeth Lu
Absolutely. We are comply – all of those points have been agreed upon by Steve Auger who is working with us and by
us. Yes. We’ve been through that process before we go there.
Chairman O’Brien
Outstanding. Thank you. Any questions by members of the Committee? Seeing none, thank you Ms. Lu.
Elizabeth Lu
Thank you.
Gary Wingate
Yeah Alderman O’Brien this is Gary Wingate calling and I just had a couple thoughts about the downtown barrier issue
and all of that.
Chairman O’Brien
I can’t allow that. We’re not discussing. They’re not on the agenda. To be fair so that you know, at the second half of the
meeting, that’s when public comment is open and you’re able to speak then. Can you for now reserve your thoughts on
the matter until that second format of public comment please?
Gary Wingate
Thank you.
Chairman O’Brien
Thank you.

COMMUNICATIONS
From: Wayne R. Husband, P.E., Senior Traffic Engineer
Re:
O-22-004 – Prohibiting Right turns on Red from Adventure Way onto DW Highway Northbound
There being no objection, Chairman O’Brien accepted the communication and placed it on file.
Without objection, Chairman O’Brien suspended the rules to allow for the introduction of three
communications received after the agenda was prepared.
From: J. Bradford Westgate, Esquire
Re:
19 Roby Street, Referral from Board of Aldermen, Petition for Authorization for Issuance of Building
Permits
From: Matt Sullivan, Acting Community Development Division Director
Re:
Referral from the Board of Aldermen on proposed Petition for Authorization for Issuance of Building
Permits for a Building on Private Road – 19 Roby Street
From: Matt Sullivan, Acting Community Development Division Director
Re:
Nashua Fire Marshal’s Office Requirements for 19 Roby Street
There being no objection, Chairman O’Brien accepted the communications and placed them on file.
PETITIONS
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Petition for Authorization for Issuance of Building Permits for a Building on a Private Road - 19 Roby Street
Chairman O’Brien
I already recognized Ms. Elizabeth Lu. She did speak and it seems like any other further comments from
members on the Board on the matter? Then I’m looking for a motion.
Alderman Jette
So Mr. Chairman by way of introduction I took the communications that we received from Attorney Westgate,
and the Nashua Fire Rescue, and Mr. Sullivan from the Planning Department and I incorporated them into the
following motion which I’m giving out a copy of it. So the motion is:
MOTION BY ALDERMAN JETTE TO RECOMMEND THAT THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN AUTHORIZE THE
ISSUANCE OF A BUILDING PERMIT PURSUANT TO RSA 674:41 FOR THE ERECTION OF A SINGLEFAMILY DWELLING UNIT AT 19 ROBY STREET WITH SOLE ACCESS VIA ROBY STREET, A PRIVATE
ROAD, PROVIDED THAT: 1) THE MUNICIPALITY NEITHER ASSUMES RESPONSIBILITY FOR
MAINTENANCE OF SAID PRIVATE ROAD NOR LIABILITY FOR ANY DAMAGES RESULTING FROM THE
USE THEREOF; AND 2) PRIOR TO THE ISSUANCE OF A BUILDING PERMIT, THE APPLICANT SHALL
PRODUCE EVIDENCE THAT NOTICE OF THE LIMITS OF MUNICIPAL RESPONSIBILITY AND LIABILITY
HAS BEEN RECORDED IN THE COUNTY REGISTRY OF DEEDS FOR THE LOT FOR WHICH THE
BUILDING PERMIT IS SOUGHT; AND 3) ACCESS TO THE NEW STRUCTURE WILL BE PROVIDED BY A
16-FOOT WIDE DRIVEWAY WHICH SHALL EXTEND TO WITHIN 50 FEET OF AT LEAST ONE EXTERIOR
DOOR PER NFPA 1 CHAPTER 18; AND 4) THAT THE E911 ADDRESS ASSIGNED TO THIS PROPERTY
WILL BE 19 ROY STREET; AND 5) THE APPLICANT SHALL SATISFACTORILY ADDRESS ALL
REQUIREMENTS OF THE CITY ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
ON THE QUESTION
Alderman Jette
So as I said, I incorporated the first two items are right from the law. If you read Attorney Westgate’s Memo,
he explained that the accepted part of Roby Street ends before this lot begins. So the portion of Roby Street
which is in front of this lot is has not been accepted. So the State laws say that when you want a building
permit for a lot that is not on a public road if it’s on a private road, then it has to be approved by the Planning
Board which has been done in this case and it has to be clear that the city is not accepting any responsibility
for maintenance or any liability for any damages that may occur from the use of the road. The applicant has to
file at the Registry of Deeds a statement to that affect. Number three is in response to the Nashua Fire
Rescue stipulating that they need a 16 foot wide driveway to access the property of this E911 system which
members of the Committee will learn more about as the year goes on. The applicant is agreeing that their
address will be 19 Roby Street and then the applicant agrees to satisfy any other requirements that the city
Engineering Department may require for the development of this lot. This motion puts it all out there so that it’s
all very clear to the city, and the applicant, and anyone else.
Chairman O’Brien
Thank you Alderman Jette. The Chair does have a question if I can ask City Engineer Hudson. Did you hear
the new amendment from Alderman Jette? Do you have any – I understand that it came at a very late hour
unfortunately. I know you haven’t had a chance to review it but did you hear it and have any questions or
concerns?
Dan Hudson, City Engineer
No Mr. Chair. I have no concerns. This did go through Planning Board had to grant a conditional use permit

Infrastructure – 02/23/2022

Page 4

for this. So we’ve had an opportunity to review the plans in detail. As noted by Ms. Lu, they’re addressing our
comments. As long as those are addressed, Engineering has no objection on this at all. I find Alderman
Jette’s motion to be comprehensive and have no objection to it.
Chairman O’Brien
Thank you Mr. Hudson. To advise members of the Committee, Alderman Jette’s amendment will now become
basically the main build that’s before us. So what you will be voting on will be that.
Alderman Dowd
I don’t think it was stated as amendment. I think it was stated as the original motion because the original
motion was never made.
Chairman O’Brien
Correct. I tried to get the Clerk but. I will a little bit void of procedure very well noted. I’m going to make you
besides Vice-Chair parliamentarians. Let’s accept the Jette motion which will not become the main bill without
objection. Seeing none. Any further comments on the Jette amendment? Seeing none, will the Clerk please
call the roll?
Alderman Dowd
I don’t think you have to - no need to call the roll.
MOTION CARRIED
UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None
NEW BUSINESS – RESOLUTIONS - None
NEW BUSINESS – ORDINANCES
O-22-004
Endorsers: Alderman Derek Thibeault
Alderman Patricia Klee
Alderman-at-Large Melbourne Moran, Jr.
Alderman-at-Large Ben Clemons
Alderman Richard Dowd
Alderwoman-at-Large Gloria Timmons
PROHIBITING A RIGHT TURN ON RED FROM ADVENTURE WAY ONTO DANIEL WEBSTER
HIGHWAY
MOTION BY ALDERMAN COMEAU TO RECOMMEND FINAL PASSAGE
ON THE QUESTION
Dan Hudson, City Engineer
So again, Dan Hudson, City Engineer. In the communication that was submitted to the Board is a Memo from Wayne
Husband, Senior Traffic Engineer, for the city. He kind of outlined why we support this request prohibiting right turns from
red from Adventure Way as you turn on the DW Highway. There are a number of reasons. One is that the sight distance
is poor when you come up a hill from Adventure Way you have a left turn lane besides you so there may be vehicles
there. DW Highway is multi-lane. There’s a right turn lane also which could kind of block your view through traffic. For a
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number of reasons, there’s not great sight lines to allow right turn on red there.
This is also complicated by the fact that given that DW Highway has a median island, a raised median, there’s a number
of U-turns southbound at that location. So as people are looking left in order to make a right turn on red, they may start to
make the move while meanwhile there’s a green light southbound that people are doing U-turns presenting an opportunity
for conflict. We have received complaints from members of the public late last year requesting that we address the
situation. Given the end of the session was eminent, no legislation was brought at that time but given the new year, we
think it’s an appropriate time to bring this forward. We support this and I’d be happy to address any questions the board
may have.
Chairman O’Brien
Thank you Mr. Hudson. I would like to say for the record, he was here and I didn’t recognize you and I apologize but you
were here since the beginning – recognized on the roll from the beginning of the meeting. So thank you.
Alderman Thibeault
Thank you Mr. Chairman. So the reason why I’m speaking about this is because I was the first one to endorse it because
it’s not in my Ward. It’s in Alderman Cathey’s Ward. He’s also looked at this plan. I’m not going to speak for him
because I’m not sure 100 percent where he stands on this. He said both at different times. The other side of the road is
my Ward. So we’re splitting the road down there. The complaint I’ve heard is from the apartments that are in my Ward.
It’s the Louisburg Square, the Bluestone Apartments, Royal Crest to a certain degree, although they have another way
out. When they come out of there, the only way to go north is to make that U-turn. People coming out of that BJs gas
station are taking the right turns and it’s getting to a point where there might be some risks there.
I think at points they are going to still blow past the right turn. I see it on Exit 4 all the time. It does happen but hopefully it
slows it down. I know the line used to be further back when there was an entrance there to the computer store and that
little section of strip mall that was there. Dan I think you guys are looking at this as well. Since the BJs gas station has
been put in there, there has been more traffic in general. So I think there’s been some issues there as well, especially the
busiest times maybe on the weekend. Right turn on red – that’s also the only straight lane as well. So if you get that first
car and they’re not taking a right that backs up anyway. So that stops traffic no matter what. I think just the volume of
people using that gas station and I think BJs is going back there at some point as well – or Costco. Something is going
back there that’s going to cause more traffic in the future. We may have to look at that. I know I think you said that you
guys were trying to work with them to try to figure something out there. Maybe there is something else we can do. I think
that this will at least reduce the risk at that intersection and hopefully prevent accidents. Thank you.
Alderman Comeau
Thank you Mr. Chair. Mr. Hudson I just had a quick question. I looked at the traffic study that was provided and I just
have a question about the potential traffic backup. I know that the increase in traffic to the BJs gas station is part of the
problem here and I was just wondering how you anticipate if we prohibit the right turn on red and we slow down the rate at
which vehicles will be able to leave the BJs, we’re going to also slow down the rate that vehicles get through the gas
station which in turn is potentially going to back up traffic trying to get into the gas station out onto the Daniel Webster
Highway. I know at times the gas station attached to the Sam’s Club in Hudson has lines going out into the street. If we
slow down the rate that customers can get their gas and get out, do we anticipate that there’s going to be a problem with
customers trying to get in backing up onto Daniel Webster Highway northbound approaching the gas station?
Dan Hudson, City Engineer
Thank you. A number of good points there. This right turn restriction is for right turns from Adventure Way. BJs does
have a right turn exit only straight on to DW Highway. So if you’re on the BJs side and you want to go northbound on DW
Highway, your best opportunity is just to turn straight out of the driveway on DW Highway and not go through the
signalized intersection. I don’t anticipate this change is going to have much effect on backups there. As Alderman
Thibeault noted, it is a right through lane. So maybe the first person in line wants to turn right but it has that opportunity
previously. If they’re behind a through vehicle, then they don’t anyway. There’s more lefts than there are thrus and rights.
If anything, those lefts of course have to wait at a red light all the time. So if anything, that is the more restrictive
movement.
We have seen some congestion in that area. I don’t know exactly what is going on with BJs. I think maybe they
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underestimated their trip (inaudible) or how fast the concern over on sight, or something to that effect because we have
heard complaints about some congestion being created by the new development. The Planning Department is working
with them on that. I believe they’re already contemplating potentially making some on site changes to better process
traffic on site. So those things are being looked at and considered. This change here is more of a safety consideration
but the traffic flow issues we will continue to look at and work with Planning and the site developer to try to address those.
Alderman Comeau
Thank you.

Alderman Jette
Thank you Mr. Chairman. I assume that Mr. Sullivan is not here tonight or not on Zoom.
Chairman O’Brien
No but state your concerns. Maybe Mr. Hudson might be able to answer.
Alderman Jette
Mr. Hudson in your Memo you refer to the fact that the Planning Department was working with the owner of
that property and I’m wondering if all of – I’m not familiar with what stipulations may have been imposed by the
Planning Board on the site plan. To your knowledge, are they complying with those stipulations? Is that part
of a – it seems like – I’ve heard a lot of complaints about the congestion in that area and I’m wondering was it
just not anticipated or are they doing what they’re supposed to do? Could you address that?
Dan Hudson, City Engineer
Sure Alderman Jette. To my knowledge, they’re doing the work they’re supposed to do. The site was laid out
and people are entering the site and exiting the site as they were intended to. They have gas prices have
been fluctuating and they’ve been consistently lower than other stations. I think there’s been a high demand. I
don’t know if it’s higher than they predicted and that’s causing the problem. For whatever reason, they are
causing congestion on Adventure Way and at times maybe even on DW Highway. That we can’t allow. We
can’t allow business traffic to congest our roadways creating safety problems or access problems for other
businesses. That is something that they kind of reached out to us acknowledging the fact or actually reached
out to Mr. Sullivan acknowledging the fact that they’d be interested in discussing making some changes to
make things work better. So I was aware of that. Then we’ve basically asked them to – that’s fine. They did
just recently open but it’s changed the (inaudible). We’ve kind of asked them to go back and assess why that
is. What’s different than what the anticipated either in terms of total traffic, or the distribution of their traffic, or
what exactly is going on. I’d say it’s being studied at this point but we will continue to work with them because
we can’t allow that congestion to occur on the right of way ways.
Alderman Jette
Thank you.
Alderman Dowd
Yeah I’m in favor of this. I’m down there a lot and this is an issue if you’re coming down going south and you
take that spin, take that turn, somebody is taking a right. It’s just an accident waiting to happen and I fully rely
on our traffic manger to make the proper decision and he recommends that we don’t allow it. So I’m with him.
MOTION CARRIED
TABLED IN COMMITTEE – None
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GENERAL DISCUSSION
Alderman Thibeault
I just wanted to say one thing before public comment. I do want to thank Dan Hudson for working on that.
Thank you very much. I just want to say and I’m glad that there are people here and they’re going to speak
about barriers. That’s great. I appreciate that. They have the public comment time to do that. I just want to
also acknowledge that last night we talked about when we have an Infrastructure/Economic Development
meeting that will be the first step. I just want people to realize that no one has decided to put any barriers out
or what we’re going to be getting is exactly that – a proposal. We’ll get all your feedback and I hope people
show up for that meeting for or against barriers, and we hear all the feedback, and then we can either tweak it,
get rid of it, add it as is, or what not. I just want to make sure that that’s clear and it is a working meeting and
both committees can come to maybe some form of compromise at some point. I just wanted to put that out
there before that happens.
Alderman Dowd
Yes in concert, my distinguished colleague if you give testimony tonight, you’re only reaching half the people
that are going to be making the decision. It’s going to be PEDC and the Infrastructure Committee. So you
either have to come and voice it again or if you want to voice it tonight, I’d be succinct because you need to
cover both committees when we have the joint meeting.
Chairman O’Brien
Okay on the barriers as you know, we’re going to meet jointly on March 9th with PEDC. We’re going to be the
lead committee on that. My intention, without objection by members of this committee, but what the 9th is going
to entail is we’re going to hear basically just like what happens up at the State – those that have testified up
there. We’ll listen to testimony on the 9th. I don’t want to come to any rash type of decision. If we hold the
format where we listen to testimony and then if needed if there’s a wish or desire by members of the
committee, we can form a working group and to come up and tweak the plan if necessary. So that’s the
primary goal that we’re going to do.
The testimony that we’ll receive, we’ll probably go with the 3 minute type of doctrine that we have adapted –
express the pros and cons on what you want but basically we’ll go with that and see where we end up on the
9th. Any question, seeing none.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Gary Wingate
Gary Wingate, 15 Sherman Street here in Nashua, NH. I’m in Ward 2. I don’t have a narrative but I just want
to throw out some bullet points. Like you said Alderman O’Brien, you do have a meeting on the 9th and just a
couple thoughts I’d like to throw out tonight that maybe we can think about and produce at that meeting.
First of all, my wife and I were in Portsmouth this weekend and had a nice dinner and we were talking to the
general manager of one of the restaurants and we talked about outdoor dining. They were saying in
Portsmouth they have to pay $6,500 for parking space for the extended outdoor dining where the parking is.
My personal feeling is, we should do the same. I think with a scale of size of what we have in Nashua, I think
$6,500 in Portsmouth should be $10,000 here in Nashua. So I’m suggesting a $10,000 fee for the restaurants
to pay for each parking space if this even comes to fruition and they get a chance to do that.
The second thing I want to talk about is the Mayor pretends to go around the State of the city and just talking in
conversations to people, I met him the other day and he keeps throwing out about this 400,000 people and
millions of dollars of revenue the restaurants are doing. We need more data. We need to be more specific.
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What do these numbers mean? Does he have a consultant that’s actually gone out and gone to the
restaurants and they’re measuring some different metrics for him? How many downtown restaurants make up
that number? What year were those numbers? What time periods were those numbers? Does each
restaurant provide their own numbers and then provide them? Are there pre-COVID numbers or are they post
COVID numbers? Did they look at indoor dining, and outdoor dining, and take out? What aspect of the
restaurants are they counting? He just mentions it so much in his way of trying to use that for his testimony
that we need to be more specific. So I would suggest that we get some real, good data that actually supports
the answers to those questions.
The other thing I want to talk about is the two-lane traffic. Just like Dan Hudson the City Engineer was saying,
the four lanes go down to two lanes if we go with this whole thing with the barriers. The thing is downtown
Nashua is a commercial lane. We have traffic coming of the highway down Amherst Street and you have
traffic coming from Merrimack and Manchester onto Concord Street. It all comes down Main Street. When we
look at our windows downtown, all you see is a lot of trucks and we’ve put a lot of commerce but we’ve also…
Alderman Comeau
30 seconds
Gary Wingate
…we have UPS. We have FedEx. We have post office. We have Uber. We have Lyft. We just have a lot of
freight going down there but we also have fire and police and ambulance plus we have employees trying to get
back and forth from work. We have customers. So I just want to get out there afraid that we’re going to have
situation like Dan Hudson said with BJs where we’ll just have so much congestion that we’re going to have a
quagmire which has been experienced in last year’s situation. Thank you very much.
Elizabeth Lu
Thank you Mr. Chairman. I’d like to address continued narrowing of Main Street first. I want to reinforce that
the question at hand isn’t whether outdoor dining continues in downtown as it has for over a decade. Rather
should we withdraw two lanes of parking and two lanes of travel and then should we appropriate these areas of
highly developed infrastructure for the private, commercial benefit of private property owners that abut these
roads? Should we essentially give this costly infrastructure which has been created over a century from the
tax obligations of every single property owner within the city? Every single resident or taxpayer of Nashua is a
stakeholder in this. Each step in the final solution should welcome all interested stakeholders to form a
proposal.
The meeting of this body on December 8th involved testimony from 23 who objected to narrowing the street at
all. Of the five who favored or didn’t object, two of those have enjoyed for over a decade the use of over 50 fee
to sidewalk along the front of their businesses free of charge. When the Director of Great American Downtown
provided what he asserted with results of a survey however with no indication of whether the participants were
Nashua taxpayers or residents. I encourage you to disregard this anonymous testimony. As with any other
per5sn giving testimony, these participants should identify themselves as Nashua residents, business holders,
or taxpayers.
Words and action at the Infrastructure meeting of December 8, 2021 clearly promised a path forward that
would incorporate all interested and vested voices. I sat in the horseshoe at that time and I was left with the
sense that a special committee was going to be convened with all interested parties allowed to participate at
each stage of the process to allow differing opinions and differing perspectives to shape the next proposal.
Instead, someone made the decision that only the members of a select group among out downtown business
community be called to the table. In spite of citizens continued inquiries and calls requesting when and where
the discussion would occur, citizens were not given notice. I request that this body consider restarting this
process in an inclusive a public manner where every taxpayer can observe or contribute…
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Alderman Comeau
30 seconds
Elizabeth Lu
…to the discussion as was promised publicly to the stakeholders on December 8th. We are expecting an
increase in downtown residences by over 200 units in the next couple of years and we can anticipate a large
change of traffic levels when the performing arts center opens. We’ve already dedicated future tax revenues
form a large swath of downtown to the riverfront tax incentive finance development plan which will create over
10 acres of improvements in open space for pedestrian ways in this downtown area. Thank you.
Alderman Comeau
Ms. Lu can you state your name and address for the record please.
Elizabeth Lu
Elizabeth Lu, 17 Roby Street.
Alderman Comeau
Thank you.
Laurie Ortolano
Laurie Ortolano, 41 Berkeley Street. I’m here to address the barriers. I’d like to make a couple of suggestions
when the agenda comes out on the 9th or before that the packet would include the input provide by fire and
police on the safety issues. I did talk to the Fire Department and they said they did provide a plan and input
and they have been at the table. I’m going to assume – I haven’t heard back from the Police Department that
they did as well. There’s been a lot of postings on social media about what about fire and safety and I think
that if that was in the packet for us to see what was provided, that would be super helpful.
Mr. Wingate mentioned that this 400,000 generating millions of dollars of revenue is a question for him. I did
submit that as a Right to Know for the Mayor and I would like to encourage you to see if you can try and get a
response to that by the March 9th so we have some way of validating that. I think that’s a really valid point.
Also Ms. Lu just mentioned you know the survey done by Paul Shea. I had major issues with that. I couldn’t
even get a copy of what the survey said. I never did get that. It wasn’t available because he was an outside
entity and is a nonprofit outside of RSA 91-A. The actual scope of the survey and the questions were not
provided. There were I think 48 businesses reviewed but downtown there’s well over 200 businesses down
there and I don’t think it was expansive enough and we don’t know who those individuals were who surveyed.
Alderwoman Klee said she doesn’t hold much value in the petitions that were brought in because she can’t
validate the signatures to know that they’re Nashua people. Well I feel the exactly same way about Paul
Shea’s surveys. We should set the same standard on those.
Also last night I heard a lot of talk that centered on the businesses being the people that are going to weigh in
on this – the downtown businesses. Nobody said the public would count. I think the public should count. We
should count. Taxpayers have invested a tremendous of money in downtown for this city – for the School
Street apartments going in – there’s 150 units to expand housing density downtown. The Nashua Performing
Arts Center all in is going to be about a $30 million project. The Riverwalk downtown walkway is $25 million.
We’ve thrown in a good $55 – 65 million into downtown and when I hear that we’re falling short and we’re
looking uncommitted if we don’t change the streets, that’s a problem for me.
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Mr. Wingate commented on…
Alderman Comeau
30 seconds
Laurie Ortolano
…Portsmouth. It was on the news tonight. I saw that. I agree wholeheartedly and I didn’t see anything in the
notes so far. I think a fee is in order and I think he’s exactly right. I sat with my husband tonight and I said ten
grand per space. We should be getting a fee. I like what they’re doing and if they even come to fruition
because I personally think I don’t want my downtown changed like that. Thank you.
Lina Gomez
Hello. My name is Lina Gomez and I live at 262 Lake Street in Nashua. I was born and raised here. Both my
husband and I are the new owners of San Francisco Kitchen and we’re here with the majority of the San
Francisco employees to express our concerns in regards to the barriers to ask for help in keeping the barriers
for San Francisco Kitchen and to clarify some misinformation out there about the restaurant.
Both my husband and I are in full support of the barriers for San Francisco Kitchen. The response to the
business triples with the barriers dining both on sales and attendance. With the limited warm weather, the
community simply wants to enjoy the outside and the sun. There are patrons that tend to pass on venues that
don’t offer the outside dining just because they don’t feel comfortable yet dining inside. I am here to ask you
for your help in keeping the extended outdoor dining. When the barriers were implemented in 2020, it helped a
lot of the business including myself because I took a significant financial hit due to the pandemic. However, it
doesn’t mean that it only takes one season to get back on our feet. We continue to struggle. The inventory,
dry goods, food supplies have increased and we’re still paying payroll and we still have rent. We still struggle
since our sales decreased enormously during the fall and winter season. I personally was not approve for any
funds or grants that the city gave out due to the fact that I’m a new owner and the restaurant takes a big loss
during the fall and winter. The spring and summer months create more sales resulting in increase of income
which we take advantage of the profit to be able to challenge the winter months.
Both my husband and I like our employees have personal and major medical bills and also the responsibility of
the restaurant to keep it running since our employees rely on it. My when my gets deployed or constantly
reports to training at base, I have to struggle with the financial burden of bills, repairs both at home, at the
restaurant, cars, and not being at work because I have to be both parental figures at home for the girls. Not to
say also the personal burden of keeping the family together and safe.
Alderman Comeau
30 seconds
Lina Gomez
I have the staff here with me from bartenders to kitchen staff. They all wanted to support SFK. I have three
kitchen staff that due to the language barrier are not able to speak. However, they’re here to fully support the
restaurant. I will now let them speak for themselves and thank you.
Danielle Sajowski
Hello, my name is Danielle Sajowski and I live at 3 Depot Road. I’m also here to talk about being in favor of
the barriers on Main Street. For me, I just graduated college and I am in a lot of debt due to that. I have
student loans that just accumulate interest so the barriers allow me to have more customers outside and at the
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restaurant which typically customers are the majority of my income because they provide the tips, which is
what I make all my money off of. All my money does go to savings towards paying off this debt and stuff. So
this is really important to me because I do not want to be in debt for the rest of my life. I am also looking at
medical school, so that just creates more debt for me and more financial burdens. So I need all the help I can
get with the income and stuff. That’s about it. Thanks.
Kevin Labordeau
Good evening. My name is Kevin Labordeau. I’m from 18 Cadagon Way, Nashua, NH, and I work at San
Francisco for years now. I’m in favor to have the barriers kept on. I’m supporting two kids right now. I have a
7 year old which is in the first grade right now and I got a 3 year old at home. I’m relying on this barriers so I
can like basically have like my financially get together. That’s all I can say for now. Thank you.
David Barry
Hi, my name is David Barry. I live at 50 Locke Street, Nashua. Well the financial benefits for the staff and
family of the restaurant employees is obviously been spoken out a lot. One of the big deterring factors that a
lot of people have vocalized to me against them is that they think it deters business from come downtown
because of traffic issue or parking issues. I find that to be the opposite. By having people that are actually
walking by multiple businesses to get to wherever it is they’re trying to go actually increases the likelihood that
they are actually going to visit those other businesses and spend more money downtown keeping the money in
our town. That’s all I got.
Corey Marchand
Good evening. My name is Corey Marchand. I live at 203 Clocktower Place in Nashua, NH. I’ve been
working at San Francisco Kitchen for about 2 ½ years now. The outdoor dining has drastically made our
restaurant a lot better and has helped me out more financially. I feel that when we have the outdoor dining on
the weekends and we have live music outside, Nashua kind of comes alive especially the first year that we had
the barriers out. A lot of people felt safer to go outside and have some drinks, have some food, and it helped
me out personally a lot. I feel that if we take the barriers out and other restaurants do get barriers then I feel
that that’s unfair because we might be disturbing another business from a person not being able to get a
parking spot in front of our restaurant. I just ask that you think about the people that work there. We don’t
make a lot of money but when we do have the outdoor barriers, our sales are increased, and that our tips are
increased, and then as we can pay off our bills easier and save up more money to live a better and fruitful life.
Thank you.
Allysa Collins
Hi my name is Allysa Collins. My address is 9 Thurstons Drive. I am an employee of San Francisco Kitchen
and I am in favor of the barriers due to a lot of reasons. One being since COVID it was a huge loss of income,
and customers, and business for the owners and us employees. When we had the barriers, it was a very good
alternative to people that were not comfortable coming inside. Also due to the fact during the nice weather
people want to be outside. As we have a very small space on the sidewalk, the barriers allowed way more
customers to have outdoor seating and it brang in a lot of people. If we didn’t’ have those barriers, people
would probably rarely come to sit if we had a long wait for the small amount of seating that we have and
sometimes they’d rather just go somewhere else if we don’t have any outdoor seating to provide for them. No
one really want to sit inside during the summer time so for me that was like a big money income for us to have
the luxury of having the extra outdoor seating. I think that if we are going to have the barriers this year which is
a big help for a lot of businesses besides not just ours, that everyone that is in favor of them as a business
should be able to get those. Thank you.
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Lus-Dary Ramirez
My name is Lus-Dary Ramirez, 4 Parkinson Court, Nashua. I’m in favor of the barriers. My income doesn’t
depend on the barriers because I don’t work there. I’m just a Nashua resident. I’ve been here all my life but I
love going out in the summer time, sitting in either restaurant that has the tables outside. I think it’s great. I
like it. So I am in favor for that. Thank you.
John Plourde
Hi, my name is John Plourde. I live at 3 Sarasota Avenue in Nashua. I’m the bar manager at the Peddler’s
Daughter. Mike and Meg express their regret in not being able to be here today. They’re out of the country.
Earlier today I e-mailed all the Aldermen a statement but in the interest of keeping this brief in the 3 minutes, I’ll
let you read that on your own time and maybe just offer a few comments of my own.
I think it’s pointless to bring this up but a lot of us might not be standing here if we weren’t gifted this a couple
years ago. So I’d like to express our gratitude for even providing this to us in the first place. Has the
implementation been perfect? Probably not. Are there compromises that can be made? For sure. I think
every restaurant downtown would agree that we need to come up with a solution somehow. I’ll leave the
logistics up to you guys but I’d implore you to please keep this going for our sake.
I’d like to reiterate our disappointment at not being included in this plan. I’m not sure how the mix up came
about but the only people that are authorized to speak on behalf of the pub are myself and the owners and not
one person came to us and asked us our opinion or requested any information from us whatsoever. We’d
humbly request that you guys reconsider the plans and include us in whatever you’re doing. I think it goes
without saying that what’s good for one is good for all. If we’re not included, then I don’t really believe that
anybody should be and vice versa.
In regards to the meeting on 3/9, that just happens to be one of our biggest days of the years. We got a
massive (inaudible) that night. So I don’t know if we’ll be able to attend but if it’s truly that important and our
presence is there, I’m sure I’ll discuss it with some of you in private and we’ll try and be here. I will leave you
guys with that and thank you very much for your time. I appreciate it.
Chairman O’Brien
Anyone else? Seeing no one and no one on Zoom, I’ll close the public comment.
REMARKS BY THE ALDERMEN
Alderman Thibeault
I just want to thank the Gomez family, and everybody from San Francisco Kitchen, and Mr. Plourde from
Peddler’s Daughter, and also Mr. Wingate too on Zoom. I think all those comments were good and I think
there’s some interesting things there. I hadn’t really personally thought about charging – and so that’s an
interesting thought if that’s something we think about when we discuss this. I hope everybody can come back.
I think it will be a great discussion between our two committees and any public member that wants to come in
and speak.
One thing I didn’t think of that was brought up and I thought this was great was that COVID is winding down.
The proposal wasn’t out there really for COVID even though the original one may have had that on there.
Even though the threat of COVID is slowing down, supply chain issues and costs have not. When Mrs. Gomez
brought that up that things are becoming more expensive, we’re seeing with gas and we’re certainly seeing it
with things that restaurants need and other businesses on Main Street need. I think that’s something to
consider as well as trying to maximize profits of everybody on Main Street and not just restaurants. I look
forward to that discussion on the 9th and I’m hoping to hear some really interesting ideas and some things that
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we can really look at and maybe do a compromise that does work for everybody that makes people happy. So
thank you.
Alderman Gouveia
Thank you Mr. Chairman. I just want to thank everybody for coming out tonight and either being in support or
against or just making your voices heard. It’s very important. Obviously there’s a long road ahead of what’s
going to happen with the downtown barriers and thank you and we hope to see you at our next meeting as
well.
Alderman Dowd
Yes thanks for coming out and giving us your opinions. I hope we have a large group on the 9th. I know there
are some people that are opposed to the barriers. We received a lot of e-mails today of people in favor. I think
when we come up with a plan it will be a compromise. You’re never going to make a plan that makes
everybody happy. That just doesn’t work. We’ll make a compromise plan that we’ll try to take everybody’s
concerns into effect and make it so that it can work.
Alderman Jette
Thank you Mr. Chairman. So I, too, thank the people for expressing their opinions. This is getting more and
more difficult for us to try to come up with a plan that’s going to be fair to everyone. That’s why I was hoping
the downtown businesses would come up with something that they all agreed upon and hearing some
comments tonight and one of my constituents told me last night that when I talked about the professional, the
retail, and the restaurant businesses, he said the rest of us that live in Nashua have a role to play in this too.
We have an interest in it too. Some people who spoke tonight reminded me of that and I hear that. Of course
when I mentioned the downtown businesses, I didn’t mean to exclude the rest of us taxpayers in Nashua. Of
course I will be open to hearing what they say as well.
We did get a bunch of e-mails today and I just want to remind people – I said this before – when you send an
e-mail, it would benefit you to include your address so we know where you live, whether you’re in my Ward or
another Ward, or in the city at all. Certainly we want to come up with something that benefits all of the interest
groups – the businesses, the residents, the taxpayers, and people from out of town who are customers as well.
It’s helpful to me – I don’t know how other people – I think other people feel the same way, it’s helpful to know
if you include an address we have an idea of where this information is coming from. Where this sentiment is
coming from. Thank you.
Alderman Comeau
Thank you Mr. Chair. I would also like to thank everyone who spoke tonight either for or against. I know it
takes a lot of courage to get up and speak in front of the room so I thank you for taking the time to do that.
I would like to correct something I said last night on a lighter note. I said that there were six Nashua South
students who advanced from the wrestling championship. There was actually nine. Anthony Fernandez did
place first. Ryan Salemi, Damien Perez, and Colby Vancelette placed second. Jimmy Brown, Kyle Vancelette,
my son Conner all placed fourth. Connor Whitman placed fifth and Andrew Lovell placed sixth. So those nine
wrestlers are all going to move on.
Also I learned some bitter sweet news today. Kellie DeSimone a long time city employee with the Parks
Department is moving on to bigger and better things. I’ve had the pleasure of working with her for almost ten
years now in my capacity with Nashua Little League and the Nashua Men’s softball league. The work that she
has done for Parks and Recreation has been tremendous and I know that the city and the Parks and Rec.
Department are going to feel her loss. I wish her and her family the best of luck in whatever comes next for
them.
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Chairman O’Brien
Thank you. The only thing I’ve got, I’m glad Alderman Comeau you made the correction to include all nine of
the wrestling team. I wish your son and his teammates god speed as they move forward in such an excellent
competition.
As far as anything else, I don’t have. We’re going to see you all the 9th. I, myself, with everything I’m reading
every single e-mail, getting to looking at the plans and everything, keeping an open mind because this will
have a complete financial impact on the city on both sides of the fence. I think we have to weigh the balance.
I think to task with us Infrastructure and PEDC, I think it’s something that we are charged with by our
constituents and I think it’s something that we could come to some form of an agreement with. Therefore, I am
looking forward to it. Next call of the Chair will be March 9th at 7:00 p.m. Still haven’t completely determined –
we’re trying to figure out potentially crowd size, the dimensions here versus the auditorium. It looks like it will
be at City Hall. As soon as we get that, we’ll announce that.
ADJOURNMENT
MOTION BY ALDERMAN COMEAU TO ADJOURN
MOTION CARRIED
The meeting was declared closed at 8:00 p.m.
Alderman Alex Comeau
Committee Clerk

Graham, Donna
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

J. Bradford Westgate
Friday, February 18, 2022 2:13 PM
Graham, Donna
Sullivan, Matthew
19 Roby Street / Petition for Authorization of Issuance of Building Permits - Letter to
Committee on Infrastructure
SKM_C454e22021815230.pdf

CAUTION: This email came from outside of the organization. Do not click links/open attachments if source is
unknown.

Donna,
I won't be able to attend the Committee on Infrastructure's meeting on February 23, 2022. I
may not be able to join by Zoom either.
In place of my live testimony at the meeting, please see attached my letter addressed to the
Committee of today's date. I apologize for its length, but wanted to provide a comprehensive
summary of the matter.
Would you be kind enough to provide this letter to the members of the Committee on
Infrastructure and include it in the formal record of the Committee's meeting for February 23,
2022, as testimony on behalf of Elizabeth Lu for a favorable recommendation from the
Committee on Infrastructure to the full Board of Aldermen for approval of the Petition?
Thanks very much for all your help. Please feel free to contact me with any questions.

Brad

Winer an Bennett IXP
Attorneys at Law

J. Bradford Westgate, Esquire
*Note that we are no longer using a post office box
111 Concord Street
Nashua, NH 03064
Direct Dial:
Phones
Fax:
E-mail:

i

C i t y of N a s h u a
Planning Department
229 Main Street
Nashua, New Hampshire 03061-2019

Planning & Zoning 603 589-3090
WEB
wwwnashuanh.gov

MEMORANDUM
Date:

February 17th, 2022

To:

Aid. Lori Wilshire, President, and Board of Aldermen
Aid. Michael O'Brien, Chairman, Infrastructure Committee

From: Matthew Sullivan, Acting Community Development Division Director

RE:
Referral from the Board of Aldermen on proposed Petition for Authorization
for Issuance of Building Permits for a Building on Private Road - 19 Roby Street
At the Nashua City Planning Board's regular meeting of February 17th, 2022 the
Planning Board voted unanimously to make a favorable recommendation on the
Petition authorizing the issuance of a building permit for the construction of a singlefamily dwelling unit with sole access via Roby Street, a private road pursuant to RSA
674:41. This recommendation is conditional upon all requirements of the City
Engineering Department and Fire Marshal's Office being satisfactorily addressed by
the Petitioner.
If you have any questions concerning this communication, please contact me at 5893112.

cc:

Mayor Jim Donchess
Donna Graham, Legislative Assistant
Susan Lovering, City Clerk
Scott LeClair, Chair, NCPB

Nashua Fire Rescue
Fire Marshal's Office
177 Lake Street, Nashua NH 03060-4402
NashuaNH.gov

Adam Pouliot
Fire Marshal
(603) 589-3460
Fax (603) 589-3474

February 22, 2022

Matt Sullivan
Planning Dept. Manager
City of Nashua
PO Box 2019
Nashua, NH 03061
RE: 19 Roby Street

The Nashua Fire Marshal's Office is requiring a 16-foot wide driveway to serve as an access
road to this new structure. Per NFPA 1 Chapter 18, the driveway shall extend to within 50 feet of
at least one exterior door to the structure. The E911 address assigned to this property will be 19
Roby Street.
If there are any other questions or concerns regarding this matter please contact me at 603-5893460.

Adam Pouliot
Fire Marshal
City of Nashua
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