
 
COMMITTEE ON INFRASTRUCTURE 

 
SEPTEMBER 19, 2016 

 
A meeting of the Committee on Infrastructure was held Monday, September 19, 2016, at  8:52 p.m. in the 
Aldermanic Chamber. 
 
Alderman-at-Large Mark S. Cookson, Chair, presided. 
 
Members of Committee present: Alderman David Schoneman, Vice Chair 
     Alderman Sean M. McGuinness 

Alderman Richard A. Dowd 
     Alderman Tom Lopez 
 
Also in Attendance:   Mayor Jim Donchess 
     Alderman-at-Large David W. Deane 
     Alderman Don LeBrun 
     Ms. Lisa Fauteux, Director of Public Works Division  
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Mr. James B. Cutter, 86 Palm Street 
 
At the last Aldermanic meeting of 9/14/16 I quoted from a textbook on selling commercial real estate, “it is a 
fact and common sense there are business people who want their business in a city or town that is good to 
their citizens.  The way we are being treated is a good example of poor treatment by avoiding the city 
building inspector mistakes of approving permits without actual dimensions.  See my letter dated 8/31/16 to 
Alderman Lopez on the other side.  We have asked our Alderman Lopez to sponsor a resolution to have the 
Gilbertson’s return our driveway and clothesline area taken in error due to the approval of building permits 
by city building inspectors.  We feel the violations of RSA 627:9(I), Curtilage and RSA 635:2 Criminal 
Trespass found in paragraph 8 are extremely important and emphasis should be place on them.  The fence 
is also in violation of RSA 627:9 (I), Curtilage that is protected by the 4th Amendment is part of the house 
and because the fence was installed beyond the boundary line RSA 635:2 states he is guilty of criminal 
trespass.  The laws have been ignored and we would like the above corrected so our driveway and 
clothesline area are returned.  Sincerely, Jim. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS  
 
MOTION BY ALDERMAN COOKSON TO SUSPEND THE RULES TO ACCEPT AND PLACE ON FILE A 
COMMUNICATION RECEIVED AFTER THE AGENDA WAS PREPARED 
 
From:  James B. Cutter and Mary E. Cutter 
Re:  1949 Plat Plan Error at 88 Palm Street, Violations of RSA 627:9 (I), Curtilage & RSA 635:2, 

Criminal Trespass 
 
ON THE QUESTION 
 
Alderman Lopez 
 
Just a clarification, Mr. Cutter was one of the first constituents that approached me when I was newly 
elected as Alderman and I have been very impressed with the amount of research that he has done and the 
tenacity that he has demonstrated as well as his persistence.  I understand that his objective is simply to 
identify what land is his and ensure that he is giving the proper recognition of it.  I spoke to the city attorney 
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very early on regarding this matter and it was his position that this is more of a civil case and I don’t have 
any kind of authority to sponsor some of the legislation that has been proposed.  I respect Mr. Cutter’s 
efforts and forbearance and I also respect the Gilbertson’s who have been mentioned in every single 
Aldermanic meeting this year and have been commented on at length publicly.  It’s a difficult situation.  It 
was my understanding coming into this that a strong fence builds good neighbors but it doesn’t seem like it 
has worked out that way.  I don’t have any intention to sponsor because it’s my understanding I would have 
that kind of authority.   
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
City Hall Plaza 
 
Mayor Donchess 
 
Thank you for allowing us to come in.  The way we’ve gotten here is we had the landscape architect Ann 
Cruise looks at the design in some detail.  We had a meeting where we accepted public input regarding the 
design a few months ago and then based on that and based upon some practical considerations that came 
up a group of people inside, including Director Fauteux and Director Marchant and others sort of have used 
the Ann Cruise model and come up with the following design.   
 
Director Fauteux 
  
TF Moran did a design for City Hall Plaza about two years.  It was originally put out to bid by former Mayor 
Lozeau and the Community Development Director, Sarah Marchant and the bids came in too high so public 
works was asked to get involved.  Last year we removed the two planting beds, we dropped the granite 
flush with the rest of the plaza, we moved JFK, we relocated the bell, we installed the flag poles in their 
existing location and we did some brick work inside of the planting beds.  Mayor Donchess had asked us to 
get some additional public input because there hadn’t been a lot of public input.  We had a meeting on April 
14, 2016, for public input and TF Moran made some changes.  We, in turn, looked at TF Moran’s plan and 
we had to make some additional changes because of obstructions in the sidewalk.  There was conduit and 
things that just would allow us to do some of the things.  That’s why we came up with the current plan that 
you are looking at.  If you are looking at the plan, I’ll go from right to left.  If you look here at the rail trail you 
will see where it looks like there is tracks and then it goes to the paved surface.  Right where the tracks end 
and the paved surface begins there is an archway that is being proposed.  That has not gone out to bid yet 
but if you go to the third page you will see what is proposed.  We are also going to be…originally there were 
a couple of planting beds that were proposed behind JFK and behind the bell but we found that we couldn’t 
put those in because of issues with conduit underneath so that will just be bricked in and that hasn’t been 
done yet.  You will notice behind JFK that there are bricks missing so we will fix that.  We are going to 
relocate the flag pole that’s the war monument; that will be refurbished and relocated.  I don’t think a firm 
decision has been made exactly where to put it at this time but that is the plan for that.  There will be a fence 
and plantings around the JFK Memorial. It will be about 18” above the current granite that exists now.  We 
are going to add some bench. The city seal that you see in the middle will be added and that’s a feature that 
Gate City Monument would create for us.  You will note that out front there are three trees that will be 
planted.  As far as the flag poles go, we can leave them where they are currently located or there is also the 
possibility of locating them in a raised granite planting bed up front but that wouldn’t be something that 
would be done this year but that was something that the landscape architect had proposed.  We also are 
proposing to put four large planters on either end of the frame that exists right now around where the city 
seal would go in the front of the plaza.  I think the only other addition that we would make is we would put 
some ground cover and perhaps some vine along where Persian Rug is and the fence.  We wanted to plant 
larger shrubs and trees but we have conduit that runs tight to the building so we won’t be able to do that but 
we will plant whatever we can with the depth that we have there.  Those are the proposed changes. 
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Mayor Donchess 
 
Just to supplement that, the four planters that Director Fauteux is referring to on the four corners of the 
square are the type of urn like planter that you can see on the second page.  Those aren’t in the ground but 
would be placed there.  I would also add that this can all be done we think by the end of this year except for 
moving the flag poles which we would not attempt to do this year.  We thought we would leave them where 
they are and do the rest of the improvements and then evaluate the situation once we have seen the nearly 
finished product and then decide whether the flag poles should be moved up into the position closer to the 
front where you see them now or where the alternative is presented. 
 
Alderman Dowd 
 
There was a lot of discussion as we were going through this about facing Kennedy towards the street, are 
we doing that? 
 
Director Fauteux 
  
No, we didn’t plan on doing that for a number of reasons.  It would be a tremendous amount of work to do 
that and we also had a number of landscape architects approach us and say…when people are in City Hall 
Plaza how are they really going to be enjoying that monument.  People are not going to enjoy it while they 
are driving by.  They are going to enjoy it while they are in the plaza.  Other landscape architects including 
the one that did this felt like it should remain facing the way it is. 
 
Mayor Donchess 
 
When we took public comment and as we have gotten comments over time on that particular subject, the 
opinion was divided.  Even though traditionally JFK has faced the street, in a way if he is where he is 
proposed here and he faces the street in a way we are creating a car-orientated situation.  If we leave it as 
is proposed here facing towards the plaza in a way we are addressing the pedestrians and the people who 
might gather in the plaza.  We are trying to make is more of a pedestrian friendly design. 
 
Alderman Deane 
 
I was pleasantly surprised, Mayor, to hear you say that you are going to leave the flag poles where they are.  
Quite frankly I would leave them where they are.  If you look at the activities you have out there during the 
stroll and all of the ice sculptures, you have that whole open area in the plaza that is utilized for other 
purposes.  Those flag poles would be too close to the roadway and it seems like a hazard.  I think having 
them offset and the area wide open would make the plaza look bigger and utilized for other purposes.  It 
would be really nice to just get this wrapped up and completed.  I guess we will see what happens in the 
spring when the project is done and how the flag poles look in their current position.  Everything else looks 
great. 
 
Mayor Donchess 
  
There are ideas to kind of do it and take a look.  We don’t mind coming back to the committee.  If we think 
they should be moved at that point there are pros and cons.  One of the negatives is it would kind of get in 
the way pedestrian traffic but we would be glad to come back to the committee and get your thoughts on it 
at that time. 
 
Alderman Schoneman 
 
I presume the benches will be benches without backs? 
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Director Fauteux 
 
I think we are proposing backs on the benches. 
 
Alderman Schoneman 
 
Which way do you want to have the benches face, towards the seal or out towards the bell and the 
monument? 
 
Director Fauteux 
 
Probably one facing each way.  One facing the monument and one facing the seal.  We could use benches 
without backs; it’s not a bad idea. 
 
Alderman Schoneman 
 
That way you could sit either way. 
 
Alderman LeBrun 
 
Mr. Mayor, you mentioned the old flag pole and that’s on hold at the present time?  Does that include the 
refurbishing of it before it is moved or would that take place after it is moved?  I intend to install a plaque on 
that base and it depends on where it’s located and what it looks like when it’s done. 
 
Director Fauteux 
 
I think that should be done at the same time.  I don’t think there has been a final decision on just where that 
should be located. 
 
Mayor Donchess 
 
Definitely refurbishing but as far as relocating, we are not trying to determine right at this moment where that 
should be exactly but we would be interested in your input on the subject.   
 
Alderman LeBrun 
 
Keep me in the loop. 
 
Alderman Lopez 
 
If some thought in the future could be given to making sure that the front of City Hall is handicapped 
accessible.  I wish we could solve that problem.  I also wanted to ask if the existing landscaping on the left side 
of the building, where the Risk Departments office is, it’s a series of low bushes right now.  Is there any way 
that could be a taller planter?  If you put planters there then you might be able to put something that seasonally 
adds to the appeal of the frontage.   
 
Director Fauteux 
 
We did discuss that.  Part of the problem is that there are some very mature plants so if you pull some of them 
out…but we will look at that.  On the right side it would be tough but on the other side there might be 
something that we can do.  You are right, it’s a lot of green and it doesn’t look all that attractive. 
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Alderman LeBrun 
 
Can I make a statement on another subject? 
 
Chairman Cookson 
 
Sure, why not. 
 
Alderman LeBrun 
 
Not being one to pass up a chance to compliment someone, we had a lot of controversy about West Hollis 
Street, the traffic pattern and whatnot, and I just want to commend you for taking heat for some of my 
recommendations and getting it set up so that it’s workable at this time.  It still needs a little tweaking here and 
there but thank you. 
 
Director Fauteux 
 
Thank you. 
 
Mayor Donchess 
 
We did definitely take into account what you were saying there and we’ve tried to make it better. Of course, 
there seems to be a division as to some people liking it one way and others like it another way.  In response to 
the changes, we have gotten a few negative comment but we think overall we think we pleased more people 
than we’ve displeased and we’ve made the traffic situation better. 
 
Alderman Lopez 
 
I express thanks to Director Fauteux for the speed at which I am seeing the mid-point crossings going 
downtown and different repairs being done all around the downtown neighborhood.  I’ve received a lot of 
positive feedback from people who are excited about the improvements that are being made to their 
neighborhood and it’s starting to look good in a lot of areas. 
 
Alderman Dowd 
 
Thank you for fixing Tinker Road.  I know they are getting ready to put the second coat on the top but even the 
first coat was 200% better than what it was.  I just wish we could have done the drainage underneath because 
I hope come winter it doesn’t start cracking up again.   
 
Chairman Cookson 
 
Mayor Donchess, is there anything else that you need us to do as a committee before you move forward with 
this plan? 
 
Mayor Donchess 
  
No, we just wanted to show it to you and see if you had any particular thoughts or comments.   
 
Chairman Cookson 
 
We appreciate it, thank you and we will see you in the spring. 
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PETITIONS 
 
Street Acceptance Petitions:  Annabelle Court, a portion of Cherrywood Drive, Moonstone Court & Tamora 
Court 
• Public Hearings scheduled for 10/12/16 at 7 PM in the Aldermanic Chamber 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None 
 
NEW BUSINESS – RESOLUTIONS 
 
NEW BUSINESS - ORDINANCES 
 
O-16-016 
 Endorsers: Alderman David Schoneman 
  Alderwoman Mary Ann Melizzi-Golja 
  Alderman Don LeBrun 
 AUTHORIZING STOP SIGNS AT THE INTERSECTION OF LOCK STREET AND CROSS STREET 
 
MOTION BY ALDERMAN SCHONEMAN TO RECOMMEND FINAL PASSAGE 
 
ON THE QUESTION 
 
Alderman Schoneman 
 
There has been a lot of talk about the issues with the speeds on Lock Street and the crossing.  There have 
been complaints from concerned citizens who have concerns with the safety of school children walking back 
and forth.  The road was dug up for a period of time last year and then once the road was done it was 
restriped and we waited to see how well that worked and some of the problems were addressed but some 
were not so we put forth legislation to actually do the next level fix which is to put stop signs in here. 
 
I passed out a memo from Lisa Fauteux, Director of Public Works Division to Tracy Pappas, Commissioner, 
Board of Public Works which explains that sight lines are the issue.  We can’t just put a stop sign anywhere 
that we want, there has to be a reason for it.  We don’t use a stop sign for traffic calming.  It looks like it 
could be helpful for that but we can’t do that.  What we can do is take a looks and see what the sight lines 
are like.  In this case the sight lines were not long enough for traffic that was just flowing through there.  
There are things that cannot be moved, utility poles or the sidewalk is to narrow.  The street is just narrow 
and the sidewalks are narrow.  Because of the sight distance problem, Director Fauteux has recommended 
to us and the legislation supports it that we install stop signs there to try to improve safety. 
 
Alderman Lopez 
 
I have heard a lot of support for this. 
 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
MOTION BY ALDERMAN SCHONEMAN TO SUSPEND THE RULES TO ACCEPT AND PLACE ON FILE 
A COMMUNICATION RECEIVED AFTER THE AGENDA WAS PREPARED 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
From:  Lisa Fauteux, Director, Public Works Division to Tracy Pappas, Commissioner BPW 
Re:  Intersection of Lock Street and Cross Street  
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TABLED IN COMMITTEE 
 
R-16-060 
 Endorsers: Mayor Jim Donchess 
   Alderman-at-Large David W. Deane 
   Alderman Tom Lopez 
 AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO DEED COVENANTS RELATIVE TO LAND SOLD  
 TO PROPERTY OWNERS ALONG RADCLIFF DRIVE AND SHORE DRIVE 
• Tabled 8/24/16 
 
Alderman Lopez 
 
I missed the opportunity for Alderman Deane to explain this.  My understanding is that they are just going to 
build sheds on it.  I don’t know if that’s enough for the Board or if we should continue to table it. 
 
Chairman Cookson 
 
I had asked Alderman Deane prior to the meeting and he said yes but I assumed he meant this meeting. 
 
Alderman Dowd 
 
Is there any urgency? 
 
Chairman Cookson 
 
Not that I have heard. 
 
Alderman Dowd 
 
I think we should leave it tabled until the next meeting. 
 
GENERAL DISCUSSION - None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - None 
 
REMARKS BY THE ALDERMEN 
 
On Wednesday, September 21st we are having a job fair at St. Patrick’s gym across from City Hall.  It’s 
going from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and it’s sponsored by the Greater Nashua Continuum of Care and it’s 
meant so that anybody applying for a job can directly interface with people who are going to be hiring 
instead of getting lost in HR process.  On Friday I will be sleeping in a box to support the United Way’s 
United we Sleep Project along with a great number of other leaders around Nashua just to raise awareness 
of what the homeless are going through as it starts to get colder. 
 
POSSIBLE NON-PUBLIC SESSION 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
  
MOTION BY ALDERMAN DOWD TO ADJOURN 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
The meeting was declared closed at 9:23 p.m.  
 
      Alderman Sean M. McGuinness 
      Committee Clerk 



From: James B. and Mary E. Cutter 889-4246 
86 Palm St., P.O. Box 69~Nashua, NH 03061 . 

Date: September 19, 2016 
To: Alderman-At-Large Mark Cookson, Chair 
Co: Infrastructure Committee, Jim Donchess, Mayor and 

Steve Bolton, Corporation Counsel. 
Subject: 1949 Plat Plan error at 88 Palm St., violations of RSA 

627 :9(1) , Curtilage and RSA 635:2, Criminal Trespass. 

Dear Alderman Cookson, 

At the last Aldermanic Meeting of 9/14/16 I quoted from a textbook 
on selling commercial real estate, "It is a fact and common sense 
there are business people who want their business in a city or 
town that is good to their citizens. 11. 

The way we are being treated is a good example of poor treatment 
by avoiding the city building inspector mistakes of approving 
permits without actual dimensions. See my letter dated 8/31/16 
to Alderman Lopez on other side. 

We have asked our Alderman Lopez to sponsor a resolution to have 
the Gilbertsons return our driveway and clothesline area taken in 
error due to the approval of building permits by city building 
inspectors. 

We feel the violations of RSA 627:9(1), Curtilage and RSA 6 3 5:2 
Criminal Trespass found in paragraph 8 are extremely important and 
emphasis should be placed on them. 

Sincerely, 



From: James B. and Mary E. Cutter 889-4246 
86 Palm St., P.O. Box 69~Nashua, NH 03061. 

Date: August 31, 2016 
To: Thomas Lopez, Alderman Ward 4 

68 East Pearl Street, Apt. 27 
Nashua, NH 03060 

Subject: Your help. 
Dear Alderman Lopez, 

We would like you to sponsor a resolution to have the Gilbertsons 
return our driveway and clothesline area taken in error due to the 
approval of building permits by city building inspectors. 

On 11/23/49, Article IX-Admin., Section 36. Plats Ord. was passed 
with, 'All applications for building permits shall be accompanied 
by a plat in dupl., drawn to scale, show1g the actual dimensions, 
etc.1. The actual dimension is the boundary line in the deed. 

On 5/13/71, a building permit issued to Jim Gilbertson of 88 Palm 
St. was added to the 1950 permit for Leo Caron. Both, were in 
violation of the. 1949 Plats ordinance for not having the actual 
dimension on the plat. 

The actual dimension(confirmed by land survey) for 88 Palm St. 
along Palm St. has been 511 since 5/14/1886 when property lines on 
Palm St. were made perpendicular to Ash St. property lines. Leo 
Caron ignored it on the .19 5 0 bldg. permit with 53 . 57 1 on the plat. 

When, widow Genevieve Caron sold 88 Palm St. to the Gilbertsons in 
1968 she showed them the 1950 building permit with 53.57' along 
Palm St. approved by the city building inspector to help her sales 
pitch look good. 

Our lot at 86 Palm St. was established in 12/3/1888 with a 31 gap 
in the north of the last dimension of the deed along Palm Street. 
On 2/17/62, the Desrosiers Family had lived in our house 2 0 years 
eliminating the 31 gap to make the last dimension 33' long. 

In March 1973, when our property was vacant due to Joe Desrosiers' 
passing. " Jim Gilbertson who had violated the 1949 Plat ordinance 
installed a fence in our driveway to match the false actual dim. 
in violation of RSA 31:102, Obstructing Access to Highways. 

The fence is also, in violation of RSA 6 2 7:9(1), Curtilage that is 
protected by the 4th Amendment is part of the house and because 
the fence was installed beyond the boundary line RSA 6 3 5:2 states 
he is guilty of criminal trespass. 

The laws have been ignored and we would like the above corrected 
so our driveway and clothesline area are returned. 
Sincerely, 









THE CITY OF NASHUA "The Gate City" 

MEMORANDUM 

9 Riverside Street • Nashua, New Hampshire 03062 • Phone (603) 589-3140 • Fax 
(603) 589-3169 
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